
Elijah & Elisha – Prophets of Israel & Old Testament 

Elijah: One of the foremost prophets of Israel. Evidently his home was in Tishbeh, thought by some to be a village in the land of 

Gilead, E of the Jordan River. (1Ki 17:1) He started his long career as prophet in Israel during the reign of King Ahab, who began 

to rule about 940 B.C.E., and continued during the reign of Ahab's son Ahaziah (began c. 919 B.C.E.). (1Ki 22:51) The last time he 

is mentioned as serving as a prophet (this time for Judah) is toward the end of the eight-year reign of King Jehoram of Judah, whose 

rule started in 913 B.C.E.-2Ch 21:12-15; 2Ki 8:16. Through Elijah, God provided a pillar of strength for true worship in a time 

when Israel's spiritual and moral condition had fallen to an alarmingly low state. King Ahab the son of Omri had continued the 

calf worship established by Jeroboam, but worse, he had married Jezebel the daughter of the Sidonian king Ethbaal. Under her 

influence, Ahab added greatly to his sins beyond all Israel's previous kings by introducing Baal-worship on a grand scale. Baal-

priests and false prophets multiplied, and corruption reached an extreme state. Jezebel's hatred of God caused persecution and 

slaughter of the true prophets; they were driven into hiding in caves.-1Ki 16:30-33; 18:13.  

He was one of the most important prophets in the old testament and performed many miracles, including resurrecting a child at 1 

Kings 17:17-24. He started being a prophet around 940 B.C.E. and continued through the reign of King Jehoram of Judah, whose 

ruled began in 913 B.C.E. On a whole, the nation of Israel's faithfulness to their God had fallen to a very low level during his 

lifetime. Elijah was used to pronounce King Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, as working against God by allowing and participating in 

calf worship and Baal-worship on a very large scale throughout the land. Elijah had a "show-down" of sorts with the prophets of 

Baal in 1 Kings chapter 18, and it ended with God consuming 450 of Baal' s prophets in a ball of fire that came down from heaven. 

Because of this, King Ahab and Jezebel wanted Elijah dead. Elijah then fled and became somewhat down-hearted because he 

thought he was the only true servant of God in all of Israel. It was during this time that God communicated with him and revealed 

several other individuals that were also faithful to God, including God wanted Elijah to train as his successor, who was Elisha. 

The Second book of Kings 2:11 describes Elisha as the disciple and successor to Elijah. Apparently Elisha was the only witness 

when Elijah, alone among the prophets, was honoured by being taken up to heaven in a whirlwind rather than a normal death.  

It was in the gift of Elijah to grant his supernatural powers to his companion and protege, Elisha. There is no suggestion that 

either Elijah or Elisha thought of asking God whether this was to be, and Elisha soon demonstrated  that he had these powers by 

becoming the third person, after Joshua and Elijah, to divide the waters of the Jordan.  

In an episode remarkably like one earlier attributed to Elijah, Elisha made a pot of oil into one that never emptied, no matter 

how much was poured from it (2 Kings 4:3-7). Later, just as the woman friend in whose home Elijah was staying had accused Elijah 

of bringing evil that caused the death of her son, so a woman friend in whose home Elisha often stayed, accused him of deceiving 

her, after her son had died. And just as Elijah lay on top of the son to revive him, so Elisha lay on top of the other son to revive 

him (2 Kings 4:28-35). The close similarities of these episodes to the stories already told about Elijah, suggests that perhaps at one 

stage in early Israelite tradition Elijah and Elisha were the same person, and only became separate people in later tradition. 

It was stated: This is an unanswerable question, since nowhere in record of both prophets are we told this, nor is it even hinted at.  

                     Elisha performed miracles, some of a seemingly greater or more spectacular nature than Elijah.  

Elijah was noted for his great zeal for the Lord of hosts. However, there is no suggestion that this earned him any kind of reward. 

Rather it would perhaps be simply said this is God's will and that He has not intended to tell us, nor deemed it necessary for us to 

know this. Elijah and Moses had roles as establisher's of God's work and their successors were people who carried out the work 

done by what was established. The Law - Moses... the principle of repentance - Elijah. So Moses died and was placed into the 

ground but Elijah left bodily without dying. When Jesus spoke on the mount of Transfiguration Jesus was talking about his exit 

from earth. This would include a bodily death - Moses... and a physical bodily removal - Elijah. of course this was done by 

resurrection. So Elisha died, 'normally' because the whole idea of having a man bodily in heaven had already been established 

by Elijah.   Fullness of this came when Jesus finished the work on Calvary and encapsulated both lives in his death and ascension. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus is an event reported in the New Testament when Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant in glory 

upon a mountain (Lee 2004, pp. 21–33); (Lockyer 1988, p. 213). The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 17:1–9, Mark 9:2–8, Luke 9:28–

36) describe it, and 2 Peter 1:16–18 refers to it (Lee 2004, pp. 21–33): it has also been hypothesized that the Gospel of John alludes 

to it in John 1:14 (Lee 2004, p. 103). Peter, James, John, Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were on the mount of transfiguration. 

In these accounts, Jesus and three of his apostles, Peter, James and John, go to a mountain (Mount of Transfiguration) to pray. On 

the mountain, Jesus begins to shine with bright rays of light. Then the prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to him and he 

speaks with them. Jesus is then called "Son" by a voice in the sky, God the Father, as in the Baptism of Jesus. 
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