Final Project (A) * Webquest Integration Link * Alex Senak
Introduction

I visited the Wonderful World of WonderQuest link that was provided under the integration lessons.  I remember being interested in this link when we were assigned to do a lesson on it because it involves questions and questing all throughout the site about different phenomenon that takes place with the earth’s weather.  This WonderQuest answers all types of questions that would definitely be a learning experience for both myself and my students when I create a WebQuest activity for my students.

Description of Task


I not only want my students to learn about the weather, but I also want them to experience the amazing aspects of the weather, grow to appreciate the power of nature, and understand some cool things they may not have learned before.  Basically, I want to use WebQuest to excite my students about both learning and weather.  This site will be a big aid in both of my tasks I plan on achieving.
Process to Accomplish Task


Before the students even open up the WebQuest, they must brainstorm and come up with amazing moments in weather.  The list should consist of rainbows, tornadoes, lightning, tsunamis, etc.  This will hopefully stir up thoughts that the weather is both beautiful and elegant and at the same time powerful and fatal.  After they brainstorm, the students are to begin their quest and read the article about the glowing tree that was struck by lightning.  After they finish the article, I want the students to draw what they believe the tree looked like.  This will allow them to both be creative, and apply what they have read and understood.  After that is completed, I plan to answer questions they may have about things that happen in weather.

Evaluation of Performance of Students


To see if my students learned what I was intentional about them learning, I will look at their pictures to see if they were paying attention to detail while reading the article.  Also, I will listen to who can come up with important questions that they would want answered about the weather.  My lesson is designed to introduce them to all types of weather phenomenon, so if the children are fascinated and curious, I will know that I did a good job with my WebQuest lesson.  This lesson is designed to give students a participation grade, and I will make sure to tell the students that before the lesson begin.  As long as the students are participating and involving themselves, they will get the desired grade.
Conclusion of WebQuest Lesson

The student, after the lesson is over, should understand how powerful and wonderful our world truly is.  I want the students to understand that the weather is both destructive and beautiful at the same time.  I am going to do this in a non-Christian tone, but I do want the students to understand the true power of the earth we live on.  Students should also have a basic understanding of how lightning works after reviewing the article.  They will also have any question they want answered, so if a burning question exists, it will be answered for the student’s benefit.

Information for Teacher Page


The information for my lesson was found at this website: (http://weatherquesting.com/st-elmos-fire.htm).  
The author of the site is April Holladay and she has other lessons that can be found online as well.  This lesson would be best if it was tied in with a newspaper article about a certain storm or after a hurricane or any other natural occurrences in the weather.
